Effects of enflurane on visual evoked potentials in humans.
Effects of enflurane on visual evoked potentials (VEP) were studied in eight healthy female patients. Control VEP were recorded from the occipital electrode (OZ-CZ), and prominent negative (N70) and positive (P100) peaks were observed following flash light stimulation. After induction of anaesthesia with thiopentone, VEP were recorded at expired concentrations of 1.2, 1.8, 2.4 and 2.7% of enflurane in 100% oxygen. The amplitude of the P100 was decreased and the latency of the N70 was increased significantly from the control with all concentrations of enflurane. No significant difference was found between different concentrations of enflurane. The latency of the P100 was increased significantly only at concentrations above MAC and at 2.7% when it was significantly longer than those at 1.2 and 1.8%. We conclude that VEP are altered significantly with enflurane in clinically used concentrations.